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In hoe est houx, cum quiz et jokesez, 
Et smokem, toasiem, rodsicm tulksez, 
eee faw, fum. Psalnanatafe 
With baked, and proved, andstewed,and icasted, 
And tried, « tnd boile , und sinuked, and roasted, 
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FROM MUSTAPHA RUE*A*DUSB KELI KHAN, 
To Asem HaccueM, firincifial slave-driver to hie 
highness the Bashaw of Trifiui. 


Health and joy to the friend of my heart !— 
May the angel of peace cver watch over thy dwel- 


Ink, and the star of prosper ity shed its benig enant 
lustre on all thy undertakings. € Far other is the 


thy captive fricnd—his brightest hopes ex- 

but to a le nethencd period of weary capuvity, 
and memory only adds to ‘the Incasure of his gricl{s, 
\ deonege: up a mirror which reflects with ree 
ear enl the hours of past felicity.’ In mid- 
tmbers my soul holds swect converse with 
ler objects of its aflec tions—it is then the 
Kile s restored to his country—it is then the wide 
waste of waters that rolls between us Cisappears, 
at hang de bo: om the companion of my youth. 
ike, and find it is but , vision of the night—the 
as ‘ill einai tear of dejection will steal adown 
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Ei : pmy cheek—] fly to mv pen, and strive to forge! oni 
: | ae pmny* ‘if and my sorrows in conversing with my Po 
! piriend. ont 
ee In such a situation, mv good Asem, it cannot he fF cs 
; expected that IT should be able so wholly to abstrie ff gre 
7 3 myself from my own feelings, as to give thee aff As 
é Aa full and systematick account of the singular people apy 
ie a among whom my disastrous lot has been cast. [ff vo 
i! # can only find leisure from mv own individual sor fF cov 
/ 5 rows, to entertain thee occasior rally with some ci con 
f the most prominent features of their character. and I eve 
new and then a solitary picture of their most pre It « 

Eee posterous eccentricities. org 
‘ rei J have before observed that amone the distinguish: Bor 
Pn ine characteristicks of the people of Uiislogocracy.is FR 6% 

| their invincible love of talking 5 and that I cowl! 4 
compare the nation to nothing bit a mighty wind ec 
mill. “Phou art doubtless at a loss to conceive how RB V4 

this millis supplied with grist; or, in other worcs, fF ab 

aed it Is possibile to furnish s subjects to supply te Fe ¢4! 

perpetual motion of so many tongues. wh 

; The rsa of the nation appears in its highest P44 

at lustre in this particular, in the ound or ratha Wa 
to tiie har mi of a subject which seems to sup- lo\ 
oe an inexhaustible mine of words. It is nothing BM 
; i roare, my frend. than potrrregs. a word, which IB he 
| declare to tite. bas perplexed me almost as much 
‘3 as the re ties one of economy. On consulung 45 
i‘ @# ditonory of this language, I found it denotes BPP 

zi tie science of rover nment, and the relations, situa ae 

fi tions and cispositions of states and empires —— 

i food, thouzht I], fora people who boast ¢ cg 

: verning tleroselves, there could not be a more Im bil 
portant sulcocet of investigation. I ther Sore lise OU 

tensed , expecting to hear from “the mot 
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ailightencd people under the sun,” (for so they 
modestly term: themselves) sublime disputations 
gi the science of leyislation, and precepts of pole 


tical Wisdom, that would not have disevraced our. 


great prophet and iegislator himself--but alas, 
Asem! how continually are my expectations Cis- 
appointed ! how dignified a meaning does this 
word bear in the dictionary—how despicable its 
common application! I find it extending to every 
watemptible discussion of local animosity, and 
every petty altercation of insignificant individuals. 
Itembraces alike a!l manner of concerns, from the 
organization of a divan, the election ef a bashaw, 
ov the levying of an army, to the appointment of a 
coustable, the personal disputes of two miserable 
slang-whangers, the cleaning of the streets, or the 
economy of a dirt cart. A couple of politicians 
will Guarrel with the most vociferous pertinacity, 
about the character of a bum-Lailiff, whom nobody 
cares for, or the deportment of a little great mon, 
whom nobody knows—and this is called talking 
hol ucks ;—_nay, it is but a few days since, that } 
was annoved by a debate between two ot my fel- 
low lodgers, who were magnanimously employed 
in condemning a lucklcss wight to infamy, because 
he chose to wear a red ccat, and to entertain 
certain erroneous opinions some thirty vears 
avo. Shocked at their illiberal and vindictive 
spirit. f rebuked them for thus indulging in slan- 
der and uncharitablenesses, about the colour of a 
coat, which had doubtless for many vears been 
Worn out, or the behef in errors, which in ail proba - 
bility had been long since atoned for and abandoned ; 
om sa: justified themselves by alledging that they 
¢ only engaged in pavitic ‘kay and exciung that 
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i 1 Y ws j 7° ¢ 
liberty of speech, and freedom of discussion, whic, 
was the glory and safeguard of their national ind. BB, 
pendence. * Oh Mahomet !” thoueht [, « what a BB self t 


country must that be, which builds its politic al BB adore 
safety on ruined char bean and the persecution of J —an 
individuals 1” rine 
Into whut transports of surprize and incredulity the 
am I continually betrayed, wins e character of this ff nigh 
eccentrick people gradualiy dev: slopes itself to my ff of b 


observations. Every new research encreases the ne 
perplexites in which I am involved, and Lam more his | 
than ever ata loss where to place them in the scale J hart 
of inv estimation. It is thus the philosopher, in & blo 
pursuing truth through the labyrinth of doubt, error §§ the 
aud misrepresentation, irequently finds himself be- § vie 
Widered ja the muzes of contradictory experience, & his 
and almost wishes he could quietly retrace his §§ spe 
wandering steps, steal back inte the path of honest § fer 
ignorance, and jog on once more in contented ine F ex 
difference. Be 

How fertile in these contradictions 1s this ex- — vo 
tensive logocracy! Men of different nations, — in 
manners and laneuazes, live in this country in the & ol 
most perfect harmony, and nu‘hing is more com- & en 
mon than to see individuals, whose respective go FF ec 
vernments are at variance, taking exch other by the Fg 
hand and exchanging the offices of friendship. Nav, | 
even on the subject of religion, which, as it affects Bn 
our dearest interests, our earliest opinions and pres FP 
judices, some warrath and heaet-ls surnings might a 


be excused, which even in our enlightened country j 
is so fruitful in difference between man and man— ( 
even religion occasions no dissension 2smong these 
people, and it has even been discovered by one of 
their sages, that belicvine in one God or twenly t 


Gods, “neither breaks a man’s leg, nor picks his 
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rocket.” The idolatrous persian may here bow 
gown belore his everlasting fire, and prostrate him- 
self towards the glowing cast. ‘he chinese may 
udore his #0” or his Pe ae evyptian his stork, 
—nid the mussulman practise unmolested the di- 
ue precepts of our immortal prophet. Nay, even 
the forlorn, abandoned atheist, wio Jays down at 
night without committing himsclf to the protection 
of heaven, and rises in the morning without return. 
mg thanks for his safety—who hath po Ceity but 
his own Will—whose soul. like the sandy desuit, 1s 
barren of every flower of hope, to throw a solitary 
bloom over the dead level of sterility, and solten 
the wide extent of desolation—whose darkened 
views extend not beyond the horizon that bounds 
his cheerless exislence—to whom no blissful per 
spective opens beyond the grave ;—even he is suf 
fered to indulge in his desperate opinions, w ithout 
exciting one other emotion than pity or contempt. 
But this mild and tolerating spirit reaches not bes 
vond the pale of religion :—once cifier in folricks, 
in mere theories, visions and chimeras, the growth 
ol interest, of folly, or madness, and deadly warlare 
ensues ; every eye flashes fire, every tongue Is loac- 
ed with reproach, and every heart is filled with 
gall and bitterness. 

At this period several as and serious 
injuries on the part of the barbarians of the british 
iskind, have given a hew impulse to the tongue 
andthe pen, and occasioned a terrible wordy fever. 
Do not suppose, my friend, that I mean to con- 
demn any proper and dienified expression of re- 
sentment for i injuries. On thecontrary, I love to 
see aword before a blow: for “ in the fulness of 
the heart the tongue moveth.” But my Jong ex- 
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perience has convinced me, that people who ta 
the most about taking satisfaction for affronts, Ges 
nerally content themselves with talking, inste¢ 

of revenging the insult: like the street women ¢f 
this country, who, after a prodigious scolcing, 
quietly sit down and fan themselves cool as fast 
possib'e, But to return—the rage for talking has 
now, in consequence of the aggressions I alluded 
to, increased to a degree far beyond what I havg 
observed heretofore. In the gardens of his high. 
ness of Pripoil, are fifteen thousand bee-hives, 
three hundred peacocks, and a prodigious number 
of parrots and baboons—and yet I declare to thee, 
Asem, that their bu ZzZing and squailine and chat. 
tering is nothing, compared to the wild uproar and 
war of words how raging within the bosom oi 
this mighty and distrac ted logecracy. Peoliticks 
pervade every city, every Vvillaec, every temple, 
every porter house—the universal question is, 
* whatis the news °°— This isa hind of challenge 
to political debate, and as no two men think exacily 
alike, tis ten to one but before they finish, all the 
folite phrases in the language are exhausted, by 
way ol giving fre and energy toargument. What 
rencers t ibe talking fever mere alarming is, that 
the peuple appear to be in the unhappy state of a 


’ 
Hest 


patient w howe palate nauscates tne mcdicine best 
calculated for the cure of his disease, and seem 
anxious to continue in the full enjoyment of their 
chattering epidemick. “They alarm each other by 
direful reports and fearful appre! hensions, like I 
have seen a knot of old wives in this country, entcl- 
tain themselves with stories of s osts and goblins, 
until their imaginatious were in a most azo’ IZing 
panick. Lvery day begets some new tale big with 
agitation, and the busy goddess rumour (to speas 








co. 14] SALMAGUNDI 287 


in the pox tick laneuage of the christians) is con- 
stantly in motions She mounts her ratthing stage- 
waggon, and gallops about the country, freighted 
with a load of “hints” * informations” “ extracts 
of letters from respectable gentiemen” * observa- 
tions of respectable correspondents,” and “ une 
questionabie authorities,” which her high priests, 
the slang-whangers, retail to their sapicnt lollow- 
ers, With all the solemnity and all the authenticity 
of oracles. ‘True it ts, the unfortunate slang 
whancers are sometimes at a loss for foo! to supe 
ply this insatiable appetite for intelligence, and are 
not unireanently reduced to the necessity of manus 
facturing dishes suited to the taste of the times, to 
be served up as morning and evening repasts to 
their disciples. 

When the hungry politician is thus full chareed 
with important information, he sallies forth to rive 
due exercise to his tongue, and tell all he knows to 
every body he meets. Now it 1s a thousand to 
one, that every person he meets is just as wise as 
himself, charged with the same articles of infor- 
mation, and possessed of the same violent inchnae 
tion to sive it vent, for in this country every man 

adopts some particular slang-whanger as the stands 
ard of his judgment, and reads every thing he 

rites, if he reads nothine else—which 1s doubt- 
a the reason why the penple of this logocracy 
are so marvelously enlightened. So away they 
ult at each other with their borrowed lances, ad- 
vancine to the combat with the opinions and specu. 
lations of their respective slang-whancers which 
incll probability, are diametrica!ly opposite—here 


thea arises as fair an opportunity for a battle of 


vords as heart could wish ; and thou mayest rely 
43 
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upon it, Asem, they do not let it pass unimproved 
They sometinics begin with argument, but in pro- 
cess of time, as the tongue begins to wax wan- 
ton, other auxiliaries heceshe hecessary—recrimi: 


nation commences, reproach follows close at its 


heels—from political abuse they proceed to per- 
sonal, and thus oflen is a friendship of years 
trampled down by this contemptible enemy ; this 
pivantic dwarf of poLiricKs, the mongrel issue 
of crovelling ambition and aspiring ignorance ! 

There would be but litte harm indeed tn all this, 
if it ended merely in a broken head; for this 
might soon be healed, andthe scar, if any remain- 
ed, might serve as a warning ever after against 
the indulgence of political lutempcrancce—at the 
worst, the loss of such heads as these would bea 
gain to the nation.—But the evil extends far deep- 
er; it threatens to impair all social intercourse, 
and even to sever the sacred union of family and 
kindred. The convivial table is disturbed, the 
cheerful fireside is invaded, the smile of social hi- 
Jarity is chased away——the bond of social love is 
broken by the everlasting intrusion of this fiend 
of contention, who lurks. in the sparkling bowl 
crouches by the fire-side, growls in the friendiy 
circle, infesis every avenue to pleasure; and like 
the scowling Incubus, sits on the bosom of society, 
pressing down and smothering every throe and 
pulsation of liberal philanthropy. 

But thou wilt per haps ask, * What can these 
“ people dispute about ! ? one would suppose that be 
ine all free and equal, they would harmonize as 
“brothers ; children of the same parent, end 
« cqual heirs of the same inheritance.” This thes 
ory is most exquisite, my good friend, but in prec 
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tice it turns out the very dream of a madman. 
Equality, Asem, 1s one of the most consummate 
saan that ever crept from the brain of a po- 
litical juggler. A fellow who thrusts his hand iito 
the pocket of honest industry, or enterprising  ta- 









Pers §  jent, and squanders their hard carned profits on 
ears proflicate idleness or indolent stupidity. There 
this will alweys be an inequality among mankind, so 





lone :3 a portion of it is enlightened and industri- 




























a ous, and the rest idle and ignorant. The one will 

this, acquire a larger share of wealth, and its attendant | 
this coufcris, reBnements, and luxuries of life, and ) 
ale the influence end power which those will always | 
an possess Wno have the greatest ability of adminis- ' 
the tering to the pecessities of their fellow creatures. , 
bea These advantages will inevitably excite envy, and 

Cep- envy as inevitaoly begets illewilleehence arises that ' 
Se, eternal warfare which the lower orders of society | 
and are Waging agains. those who have raised theme t 
the selves by their own merits, or have been raised by 

| hi- the merits of their ancestors, above the common 

C IS level. Ina nation possessed of quick feelings and 

end impetuous passions, this hostility might engender 

owl deadly ‘ broils, and bloody comiotions ; but here it 

idly merely vents itself in hig! 1 sount ling words, which 

ike lead to continual breaches of decotum ; or in the 

ne insidious assassination of character, and a restless 


propensity among the base to blacken every repu- 
tation which is fairer than their own. 

I cannot help smiling sometimes to see the soli- 
eitude with which the pcople of 4merica (so called 
from the country having r been first d liscovered by 
Christopher Columbus) battle about them when any 
election takes place ; ‘as if th: y had the least con- 
cern in the matter, or were to be benelited by an 
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exchange of bashaws—they really seem ignorant, 
that none but the beshaws and their dependants are 
at all interested in the event, and that the peopic at, 
Jarre will not find their situation altered in the 
least. J formeriv gave thee an account of an 
election, which took place under my eye. The 
result has been, that the freofle, as some of the, 
slang-whangers say, have obtained a glorious ti- 
umph, which however, is flatly denied by the op-. 
posite slaiig-whangers, who lisist that their party 
is composed of the true sovereign people, and that 
the others are all jacobins, frenchmen, and irish re- 
els. I ought to appr ize thee, that the last is a 
term of gre it reproach here, which perhaps thou 
wouldst not otherwise imagine, considering that it 
is hot many years since this very people were en- 
gaged ina revolution 3 the failure of which would 
have si ibyected them to the same ignominious epi- 
thet. anda participation in which, is now the high- 
est recommendation to publick confidence. By Ma- 
homet, but it cannot be denied that the cozsistency 
of this people, like everv thing else appertaining 
to them is on a prodigious great scale! To re- 
turn, however, to the event of the election —The 
people trhumphed—and much good has it done 
them. I, for my part, exnected to see wonderful 
changes, and most magical metamorphoses. I 
expected to see the people all rich, that they 
would be all gentlemen bashaws, riding in their 
coaches, and faring sumptuously every day; 
emancipated from toil, and revelling in luxurious 
ease. Wilt thou credit nie, Asem, when I declare 
to thee, that every thing remains exactly in the 
same state as it was before the last wordy came 
paign! except a few noisy retainers who have 
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crept into office, and a few noisy patriots on the 
other side, who have been k'cked out, there is not 
the least difference. The jabourer still t's for 
pis daily support; the beggar stii lives oo the 
charity of those who have any charity to bcstow, 
and the only scdid satisfaction the muitituae have 
reaped, is that they have got anew governor (or 
bashaw) whom they will praise, idolize, and exalt 
for a while, and afterwards, notwit! hstanding the 
sterling merits he really possesses, i Contpiance 

with immemorial custom, they will avuse, calum- 
niate, and trample under foot. 

Such; my dear Asem, is the way in which the 
wise people, of “ the most enlightened country 
under the sun,” are amused with straws, and puil- 
ed up with mighty conceits: like a certain fish 
Jhave seen here, which having his belly tickled 
for ashort time, will swell and puff himself up to 
twice his usual size, and become a mere bladder 
of wind and vanity. 

The blessing of a true mussulman light on thee, 
rood Asem,—ever while thou livest, be true to 
thy prophet, and rejoice, that though the bousting 
fiolitical chatiere’s of this logocracy cast upon thy 
countrymen the 1gnominious epithet of slaves ; 
yet, thou livest inacountry where the people, in- 
stead of being at the mercy Jfa tyrant with a m/- 
Lon of heads, have nothing to do but submit to 
the will ofa beshaw of only three tails. 

ever thine, 
MUSTAPHA. 
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C Oc AL OF r HALL. 


BY LAUNCELOT LANGSTAFF, ESQ. 





Those who pass theirtime immured in the smoky 
circumference oft sili city, amid the rattling of carts, 
the brawhng of the multitude, and the variety of 
unmeaning and cise te an sounds Uiat prey inscn 
sibly upon ‘the herves, end beret a weariness of the 
spirits, can alone understand and feel that expansion 
of the -atichog that iid sical renovation + vhich a citie 
zen experiences when hie steals forth from his dusty 
prison, to breathe the free air of heaven, < and enjoy 
the unsophisticated face of nature. Who that has 
rambled by the s side of one of our maiestic rivers, 
at the hour of sun-set, when the w wildly romantick 
scenery sround is softened and tinted by the volup- 
tuous imist of ev ening ; when the bold and swelling 
outlines of the distant mountain seem meiting into 
the glowing ho qzon, and arich mantle of reful- 
gence is thrown over the whole expanse of the hea- 
vens, but must have felt how abundant is nature in 
sources of pure enjoyment; bow Juxurient in all 
that can enliven the senses or delight the imaginae 
tion. “The jocund zephyr fuil freighted with native 
fragrance, sucs sweetly tothe senscs ; the chirpe 
ine of the theusand varieties of insects with which 
our woodlands abound, forms a concert of simple 
melody; even the barking of the farm cog, 
the lowing of the castle, the tinkling of their 
bells, and the strokes of the woodman’s axe fron 
the opposite shore, seem to partake of the soitness 


— scene and fall tunefully upon the ear; Ww hile 

‘voice of the villager, chaunting some rust ick 

ballads swells from a distance, i in the semblance of 
“rv mM usick of harmonious love. 

I feel a sensation of sweet tran. 
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quility—a hallowed calm is diffused over my senses ; 
} cast my eyes around and every object i IS serene, 
simples and beautiful; no w arribg passion, no dis- 
cordant string there vibrates to the touch of ambi- 
tion. scli-interest, hatred or revenge—l am at 
peace with the whole world, and hail ail mankind 
as friends and brothers.—Blissful moments! ye 
yecal the careless days ef my boyhood, when mere 
exisience Was happiness, When hope was certainty, 
this world a paradise, and every Woman a minister- 
iN ; angel i—— surely man was designe d fora tenant 
of the universe, instead of being pent up in these 
nal cagres, these dens of strife, disease and dis- 
ne We were created to range the ficlds, to sport 
smong the groves, to build castles in the air, and 
have every one of them realized ! 

A who'e legion of reflections like these, insinua- 
tec themscives into my mind, and stole me from the 
infucnce of the cold realitics before me, as I took 
my accustomed walk, a few wecss since, on the 
Hatterv. Here watching the splendid mutations of 
one of our Summer skics, Which emulated the boast- 
cd glories ofan italian sun-set, LT all at once discov- 
ered that it was but to pack up my portmanteau ; 


iid acieu for a while to my elbowechair, and in alitth 


time { should be transported from the region of 
smoke and noise and dust, to the enjoyment of a 
lar sweeter piospect and abrighter sky. ‘The next 
morning [ was off full tilt to Cockloit-Ifall, leaving 
my man Pompey to follow at his leisure with my 
hucvage. I love to indulge in rapid transitions, 
which are prom} ted by the quick impulse of the 
moment—tis the only mode of guarding agpinst 
that intr ruding and deadly foe to all parties of plea- 
—aiiti {pati on. 

iiaing now made good my retreat, until the 
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black frosts commence, it is but a piece of civihis 
due to my readers, who I trust are, ere this, my 
friends, to give them a proper imtroduction to my 
pese.t residence. Ido this as much to gratify 
them as myseif, well knowing areader is always 
anxious to learn how iis author is lodged, whethe 
In a garret or a cellar, a hovel or a palace—at least 
ai eoqae is generally vain enough to think so; 
and an uuthor’s vanity ought sometimes to be Br 
tifie- alae vegabo..d! it is often the only gVatifie 
catio. ie ever tastes in this world ! 

CocKLOFT-HALL is the country residence of the 
family, or rather the paternal mansion, which, like 
the mother country, sends forth whole colonies to 
popttiate the face of the earth. Pindar whimsically 
dvnomunates it the family Aive, and there is at least 
as much truth as humour m my cousin’s epithet— 
for many a redundant swarm has it produced. | 
font recollect whether | have at any time mention. 
ed tomy readers (for I seldom look back on what 
J have written) that th fertility of the Cocklofts is 
proverbial The female members of the family 
are most incredibly fruitful; and to use a favourite 
paras. of ofd Cockloft, who is excessively addicted 
to backgammon, they sefdom fail “to throw dou. 
le's every time ’* L myself have known three or 
four vers mcustrious young men reduced to great 
exivcuecties, with some of these capital brecders— 
Vicaveu wine — their union, end enriched them 
Wits a numerous and hopetul offspring—who ext 
tuem out of deers. 

But io return to the hall.—!t is pleasantly situate 
cdon the bank of a swect pastoral stream, not s0 
Yay town <s ‘o invite an inundation of unmeaning, 
Woke Qi quai nares. who come to lounve away en 
witernocn, hor so distant as to render it an absolute 
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(ord of charity or friendship to perform the journey. 
It is one of the oldest habitations in tie COUntT ys: na 
was built by my cousin Christophers granctather, 
who was also mine by the mother’s side, im his latter 
(avs, to form, as the ele genticman expressed bine 
df,“ asnue retreat, where be meant to sit him- 
seli down in hrs ofd days and be comfortable for ‘he 
rest of hia life? He was atthis tme a few veers 


€ 


over fourscore ; but this was a coniumon saving of 


his, with which he usually closed bis airv specula- 
tions. One would hi ve theveht from the long vis- 


taofyears through which he ecutemplated many 
of his protects, that the good man hed forgot 
the ave of the patriarchs hac long since gone by, 
ndcaleulated u ipon living a century longer at leas 
le was for a considerchle time in doubt. on the 
question of reefing bis house with shingles or slate 
—shingies would not last ehbove thirty years. but 
then they were much cheaper than slates. He set- 
Hed the matter by a kind ef compromise, end de- 
termined to build with shingles first; ‘ ard when 
they are worn out,” said the old gentl men, trivm- 
poantly.” twill be time enough f@r us to replace 
them with more durabic materials: Put his cone 
templated improvements surpassed every tng; 
and scarcely had he a reof over his heac, ver he 
discovered a thousand things te | earrenges belore 
he could © sit down comfortably. Tn the first place 
every tree and bush on the pace, was cut COWD OP 
grn Led up by the roots becaree they were not 
paced to his mind, and a vast quontity of oaks, 
chesnuts and eyns, set out in civumps and rows, end 
labviintis, which he observed in abou fve-and- 


. v7 ? aod thirty ye Q Mg at most WwW } ta y if 1 a . crv 
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loleral ic shade, and moreover si ut cut all the sure 
ound; . me dletacuntounsd thie eone 
rounding country 5 for he was determined he said, 
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to have all his views on his own land, and be behold 
¢n to no man fora prospect. This, my learned reat 
ers will perceive, was something very like the | Idea 









( 
of Lorcnzode Medici, who gave as a reason {ur ; 
ean: one of his seats above ail the others .. 
“ that all the ground within view of it, was his own.’ I yy: 
now, whether my grandfather ever heard of the, 
Medici, is more than I can sav 3 IT rather think now 

er from the charac teristiok originality of the }, 
Cockloiis that it was a whim-wham of his own bef} ., 
getting. Another odd notion of the cld gentl-maay ff 5; 
was to blow up a large bed of recks for the purpose 
o. having a foi-pond, although the river ran. at about fF ¢ 
ene hundr ed vards distance from the house, and, 
Was Well stored with fish—but there was nothing & yp 
he said like havine things to oneself, So at it he 
went with all the ardour of a projector, who haf 
just hit upon some splendid and useless whim-wham. ff s- 
As he proceeded, his views enlarged; he would ¢h 
nave « summer-house built on the margin of the ¢: 
Ssh-pond; he would have it surrounded with elms ry 
aad willows ; and he would have a cellar dug under Fc! 
it. for some incomprehensible purpose, which ref}: 
mins a secret to this day. “In a few vears," hee 
observed, * it would bea delightful piece of wood | 
and water, where he micht ramble on a summers 
noon, eiuien his pipe and enjoy himself in bis old 
davs’—thrice honest old soul !—he diced ofan apo « 
plexv in his ninetieth vear, justas he had begun 
to Llow up the fisi. ond. if 

Let no one rdicule ne whim-whams of my Fb: 
erandfather : If—and of this there is no doubt & 
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for wise men have said it—if life is but a cream 
happy is he who c: in make the most of the Wusio% 
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hers. ike himsclf, who eloried in observing the col- 
den rules of hospitalitv, which, according to the 
Cocklett principle, consist in eereg a cuest the 
feccom ol the house, cramming him with becf and 
pudding. and if possible, lay ae him uncer the table 
vith prime pert, claret or London particular. ‘The 
mansion appears to bave been consecrated to the 
‘wolly wod, and teers with nichuments secred to cone 
vivialiie. very coest ot Crawers, clothes-press 
ond cabinet is decorated with enormous ehima 
nunch- owls. which mrs. C wage has paraded with 
uch Ostentation, particula: » her tavourite red 
ach bedechamber. end Sy which a pro ‘ctor 
might with rreat satisfaction preci ise his ex pet Ile 
ments on fleets, diving-hells, and sil aaa boa's. 

[have before mentioned cousin Christopher's 
— ii veneration for antique furniture ; in cone 
sequence ef which the old hail is furnished in much 
the Same § “ye with the house in town. O!d fashion- 


Ped bedsteads, with high testers, massv clothes- 


messes, Slanainge most matescapy on eagies 
' 1 ? , ‘ ‘ : c > + © } 
GAws, ana OrharcHeeda Will a prorusion Of Shine 
stacy 1. gney coe Le i, n¢ ~~ er L.. sta ered e la rau B| 
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&ootit time they were tm dashion 
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have been pateronians to have effected 
Will Wizard declares that he saw a little fat pere 
rf 41) } ptt . ‘eIeyp't ( 1K c {m \" 1, ; 1 i" Tiss Barbora 
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by the chin, he dangled and kicked about for half 
a minute, before ne could find terra tirma—but 
Willis much addicted to hyperbole, by reason of 
his having been a wreat traveller. 

Bat what the Cock ofits most especially pride 
themselves upon, is the possession of several family 
portraits, which exhibit as honest a square set of 
portly well fed looking gentiemen, and gentlewomen 
as ever grew and flourished gore pec of a 
dutch painter. Old Caristopaer, who is a complete 
gvenealowist, has a story to tell of each, and dilates 
with copious eloguence on the great services ol the 
general in large ticetes, during : the old french war, 
and on the piety of the lady in blue veivet, who so 
attentively peruses her book, and was once so ccle- 
brated for a beautiful arm: But much as I re- 
verence my illustrious ancestors, I find little to ad- 
mire in their b lography, except my cousin's exctl- 
len at memory, which 1s most provokin gly retentive 
ofev ry uninteresting paeuapah 
Niv allotted chamber in the hall is the same that 
was occupied in days of yore by my honoured un 
cle John. ‘Lhe room exhibits many memorials 
which recal to my remembrance the solid excel 
lence and amiable eccentricities of that gallant old 
lad. Over the mantlepiece hangs the portrait ofa 
young lady, dressed in a flaring long-waisted blue 
silk sown, be-Nowered, and be-furbelowed, and bee 
cuffed ina most abundant manner—she hoids in 
one hand a book, which she very complaisantly ne- 

elects, to turn and smile on the spectator ; in the 
other, a flower which I hope, for the honour of dame 
nature, was the sole production of the paintei’s 
imagination ; and a litle behind her is son nething 
tied ‘to a blue ribbon. but whether a little dog, @ 


monkey, or a pigeon, must be left to the judgment 
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future commentators. This little damsel, tra- 
dition says, Was my uncle John’s third flame, and 
he would infallibly have run away with her, could he 


thave persuaded her into the measure; but at that 


time, ladies were not quite so easily run away with 
as Columbine ; and my uncle failing in the point, 
took a lucky thought, and with great gallantry 
run off with her picture, which he conveyed im 
triumph to Cockloft-hall, and hung up in his bed- 
chamber as a monument of his enterprising spiiit. 
The old gentleman prided himsclf mightily on this 
chivalrick maneuvre ; always chuckled, and pulled 
up his steck when he contemplated the picture, 
and never related the exploit without winding up 
with—-“ I might, indeed, have carried off the oriyi- 
nal, had I chose to daneic a little lenger after her 
chariot-wheels—for, te do the girl fustice, I be- 
lieve she had a liking for me, but I always scorned 
to coax, my boy—always—’twas my way.” My 
incle John was of a happy temperament—I would 
ive half 1 am worth fer his talent at sell-consolation. 

The miss Cocklofts have made several spirited 
sttempts to introduce modern furniture into the 
hall, but with very indifferent success. Modern 
étyle has always been an object of great annoyance 
to honest Christopher, and is ever treated by him 
with sovereign contempt, as an upstart intruder. 
lt is a common observation of his, that your old- 
fashioned substantial furniture bespeaks the respec- 
tability of one’s ancestors, and indicates that the fa- 
aily has been used to hol Lup its head for more than 
he pete nt generation ; whereas the fragile appene 
azes of modern style seemed to be emblems of 
a Hroom gentility, and to his mind predicted that 
te family dj enity would moulder away and vanish 
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with the finery thus put on of asudden. The same 
Whim-wham makes him averse to having his house 
surrounded with poplars, which he stigmatizes as 
mere upstarts, just fit to ornament the shingle pala. 
ces of modern gentry, and characteristick of the esta- 
blistuments they decorate. Indeed, so tar docs he car. 
rv his veneration for all the antique trumpery, that 
he can scarcely see the venerable dust brushed from 
its resting place on the old-fashioned testers, or a 
erey- earded spider dislodged from his antient in- 
heritance, without groaning; and I once saw him 
in a transport ef passion, on Jeremy’s knocking 
down a mouldering martin-coop with his tennis-ball, 
Which had been set up in the laiter <ays of my 
srandfather. Another object of his peculiar al- 
fection is an old english. cherry-tree, which leans a- 
eainst a corner ef the hall, and whether the house 
supports it, or it supports the house, would be, | 
believe, a question of some difficulty to decide. 

It is held sacred by friend Christopher, because 
he planted and reared it himself, and had once weil 
nigh broke his neck, by a fall from one of its 
branches. ‘This is one of -his favourite stories; 
and there is reason to believe, that if the tree was 
out ofthe way, the old gentleman would forget the 
whole affair—which would be a great pity. The 
old tree has long since ceased bearing, and is ex- 
ecedingly infirm—every tempest robs it of a limb, 
and one would suppose, from the lamentations of 
ny old friend, on such occas.ons, that he had lost 
one of his own. He often contemplates it in a 
half-melancholy, half-moralizing humour—* to- 
gether” he says “ have we flourished, and to- 
gether shall we wither away—a few years, and 
both our heads wil be laid low; and, perhap» 
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my mouldering bones, may one day or other, 
mingle with the dust of the tree I have planted.” 
He often fancies, he says, that it rejoices to see 
him when he revisits the hall, and that its leaves 
assume a brighter verdure, as if to welcome his 
arival. How whimsically are our tenderest feel- 
ings assailed! At one time the old tree had ob- 

traded a withered branch before miss Barbara’s 
window, and she desired her father to order the 
rardener to saw it off. I'shall never forget the old 
man’s answer, and the look that accompanied it. 

* What” cried he, “lop off the limbs of my cherry 
tree in its old age ? Ww! hy do you not cut off the 
srey locks of your poor old father ?”” | 

Do my readers yawn at this long: fmily detail ? 
—they are welcome to throw down our work, and 
never resume it again. I-have no care for such 
ungratified spirits, and will not throw away a 
thought on one of them—fuil often have I contri- 
buted to their amusement, and have not a right 
for once to consult my own? Whois there that 
(oes not fondly turn at times, to linger round those 
scenes which were once the haunt of his bov- 
hood ere his heart grew heavy, and his head wax- 
ed grey—and to dwell with fend affection on the 
friends who have twined themselves round his 
heart mingled in all his enjoyments con- 

ributed to all his felicities ‘ . 1f there be any, who 
cannot relish these enjoyments, let them despair 
—for they have been so-sciled in their intercourse 
with the world, as to be inc apable of tasting some 
of the purest pleasures, that survive the happy pe- 
riod of youth. 

To such as have not yet lost the rural feeling, 
I eddress this simple family pictare--and in the 
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honest sincerity of a warm heart, I invite them te 
turn aside from bustle, care and toil, to tarry with 
me for a season in the hospitable mansion of the 
Cocklofts. 








I was really apprehensive, on reading the follow- 
wg effusion of Will Wizard, that he still retained 
that pestilent hankering after uns of which we 
lately convicted him, He however declares, that 
he is fully authorized by the example of the most 
popular criticks and wits of the present age, 
whose manner and matter he has closely, and he 
flatiers himself, successfully, copied in the subsg- 
quent essay. 

—2. +o 


THEATRICAL INTELLIGENCE. 


BY WILLIAM WIZARD, ESQ. 


The uncommon healthiness of the season (occa- 
sioned, as several learned physicians assure me, 
by the universal prevalence of the influenza) has 
encouraged the chieftain of our dramatick corps to 
marshal his forces, and commence the campaign 
ata much earlier day than usual. He has been 
induced to take the field thus suddenly, I am told, 
by the invasion of certain foreign marauders, who 
pitched their tents at Vauxhall-Garden during the 
warm months, and taking advantage of his army 
being disbanded and dispersed in summer quarters, 
committed sad dtpredations upon the borders of 
his territories—carrying off a considerable portion 
of his winter harvest, and murdering some of hr 
most distinguished characters. 
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It is true, these hardy invaders have been reduced 
to great extremity by the late heavy rains, which a 
mjared and destroyed much of their camp Ries | 
equipage, besides spoiling the best part of their 


new moon for Cinderella, together with the barber’s 
boy, Who was emploved every night to powder and 
make it shine white, have been entirely washed 
away, and the sea has become very wet and mouldy, 
insomuch that great apprehensions are entertained 
that it will never be dry enough for use. Add to 
this, the noble county Paris had the misfortune to a3 
tear his. corduroy breeches in the scuffle with Romeo 
(by reason of the tomb being very wet, which occa- : 
sioned him to slip) and he, and his noble rival, pos- ; 
sessing but one poor pair of sattin ones between '* 
them, were reduced to considerable shifts to keep F 
up the dignity of their respective houses. In spite 
of thesedisadvantages, and untoward circumstances, i 


ot Sete > 
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they continued to enact most intrepidly, performing 
with much ease and confidence, inasmuch as they ’ 
were seldom pestered with an audience to criticise | ( 
and put them out of countenance. It is rumoured 
that the last heavy shower has absolutely dissolved \ 
the company, and that our manager has nothing j 
lurther to apprehend from that quarter. : 
The theatre opened on Wednesday last with 
great eciat, (as we criticks say) and almost vied in 
brillianey with that of my superb friend Consequa at 
in Canton, where the castles were all ivo ry, the sea 
mother of pearl, the skies gold and silver leaf, and 
the outside of the boxes i/aid witlr scallop shell- | 
work. Those who want a better description of the . 
theatre, may as well go and see it, and then they 
tan judge for themselves. For the gratification of 
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a highly respectable class of readers, who love te 
see every thing on paper, | had indeed prepared a 
circumstantial and truly incomprehensible account 
of it, such as your traveller always fills his 
book with, and which I defy the most intelli- 
eent architect, even the great sir Christopher 
Wren, to understand. I had jumbled cornices, 
and pilasters, and pillars, and capitals, and trigliphs, 
and modules, and plinths, and volutes, and perspec- 
tives, and fore-shortenings, helter-skelter, and had 
ect all the orders of architecture, doric, ionic, co- 
sinthian, &c. together by the ears, in order to work 
out a satisfactory description; but the manager, 
having sent me a polite note, requesting that I 
would not take off the sharp edge (as he whimsically 
expresses it) of publick curiosity, thereby diminish- 
ing the receipts of his house, I have willingly 
consented to oblige him, and have left my des- 
cription at the store of our publisher, where any 
person may sce it provided he applies at a pro- 
per hour. 

I cannot refrain here from giving vent to the 
satisfaction I received from the excellent perfor- 
mances of the different actors, one and all, and par- 
ticularly the gentlemen who shifted. the scenes, 
who acquitted themselves throughout with great 
celerity, dignity, pathos, and effect. Nor must I 
pass over the peculiar merits of my friend sony, 
who gallanted off the chairs and tables in the most 
dignified and circumspect manner. Indeed I have 
had frequent occasion to applaud the correctness 
with which this gentleman fuifiils the parts allotted 
him, and consider him as one of the best general 
performers inthe company. My friend the cock- 
ney, who Evergreen whimsically dubs my Jade 
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found considerable fault with the manner in which 
John shoved a huge rock from behind the scenes, 
maintaining that he should have put his left foot Le 
forward, and pushed it with his right hand, that be- 1 
ing the method practised by his contemporaries of AM ley 
the royal theatres, and universally approved by iH ee 
their best criticks. He also took exception to John’s 
coat, Which he pronounced too short by a foot at ‘ 
least—particularly when he turned his back to the qi 
company. But.I look upon these objections in ai 
the same light as new readings, and insist that 
John shall be allowed to maneceuvre his chairs and 
tables, shove his rocks, and wear his skirts in that 
sivyle which his genius best effects. My hopes in 
the rising merit of this favourite actor daily in- 
crease ; and I would hint tothe manager the pro- 
priety of giving him a benefit, advertising in the 
usual style of play-bills, as a “ springe to catch > 
woodcocks,” that between the play and farce John 
will MAKE A Bow—for that night only ! 

tam told that no pains have been spared to make 
the exhibitions of this season as splendid as pos- 
sible. . Several expert rat-catchers have been sent 
into different parts of the country to catch white ay 
mice for the grand pantqmime of CINDERELLA. ' 
A nest full of litthe squab Cupids have been taken 
inthe neighbourhood of Communipaw ; they are Bb) 
as yet but half fedved, of the true Holland breed, mii 
and it is hoped will be able.to fly about by the mid- i 
dle of October ; otherwise they will be suspended Bi 
about the stage by the waistband, like little alli- i 
gators in an apothecaries shop, as the pantomime 
must positively be performed by that time. Great i 
pains and expense have been incurred in the im- . 
portation of one of the most portly pumpkins ia ef 
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New-England ; and the publick may be assured 
there is now one on board a vessel from New-Ha- 


‘ven, which will contain Cinderella’s coach and six 


with perfect ease, were the white mice even ten 
times as large. 

Also several barrels of hail, rain, brimstone, and 
gunpowder are in store for melo-drames, of which 
2 number are to be played off this winter. It is 
furthermore whispered me thatthe great ‘hunder 
drum has been new braced, and an expert perform- 
er on that instrument engaged, who will thunder 
in plain english, so as to be understood by the most 
illiterate hearer. ‘This wiil be infimitely preferable 
to the miserable italian thunderer employed last 
winter by mr. Ciceri, who performed in such an 
unnatural and outlandish tongue, that nene but 
the scholars of Signior Da Ponte could understand 
him. It will bea further gratification to the patri- 
otic audience to know that the present thunderer 
is a fellow countryman, born at Dunderbarrack, 
among the echoes of the highlands—and that he 
thunders with peculiar emphasis and pompous 
enunciation, in the true style of a fourth of July 
orator. 

In addition to all these additions, the manager 
has provided an entire new snow-storm the very 
sight of which will be quite sufficient to draw a 
shawl over every naked bosom in the theatre— 
the snow is perfectly fresh having been manufac- 
tured last August. 

N. B. The outside of the theatre has been orna- 
mented with a newchimney !! 


—_~ 
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